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The Urban League of Hudson County is an 

organization that has stood for human ad-
vancement and achievement, and has worked 
tirelessly to develop and revitalize our urban 
areas. Its work has given hope and fortune to 
so many who call the inner city their home. 

Project Reclaim is an Urban League initia-
tive created for the redevelopment of the 
twenty-six block radius of Martin Luther King 
Drive in the Ward F community of Jersey City. 
The new headquarters building is a corner-
stone of the Urban League’s plan to initiate an 
economic and social renaissance in this com-
munity. And with the community’s participa-
tion, this renaissance will be a lasting and in-
spiring model for the country. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring the Urban League of Hudson County 
for providing hope to countless families, and 
for believing in America by investing and revi-
talizing our urban areas, when others turned 
their backs on our cities. The Urban League’s 
accomplishments have paved the way for 
prosperous and healthy communities through-
out New Jersey.
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CONGRATULATING THE 
WESTLANDS WATER DISTRICT

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, November 22, 2002

Mr. RADONOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Westlands Water 
District of Huron, CA, on the occasion of cele-
brating 50 years of dedication and service to 
the communities of the San Joaquin Valley of 
California on Sunday, November 17, 2002. 
The 50th anniversary celebration will take 
place at Harris Ranch in Coalinga, CA. 

Farming in the Westlands Water District 
began during California’s Gold Rush era. The 
first significant irrigation in the Westlands area 
began about 1915 with the drilling of deep 
wells by individual operators on large acre-
ages. In 1942, the Westside Landowners As-
sociation was established to urge and help fi-
nance studies on the feasibility of developing 
and constructing water supply systems to 
serve the west side. In 1952, the owners of 
400,000 acres of westside land petitioned the 
Fresno County Board of Supervisors for the 
formation of the water district. On September 
8, 1952, the Westlands Water District was 
formed. 

Westlands is one of the largest agricultural 
water districts in the United States, with more 
than 570,000 irrigated acres of diversified 
crops on some of the most productive soil in 
the world. Westlands provides water to nearly 
600 family-owned farms that average 850 
acres in size. Farms within Westlands produce 
approximately $1 billion worth of food and 
fiber per year. This translates into $3.5 billion 
in farm related economic activity, nearly one-
third of the $12.5 billion generated by the agri-
culture-based economy of Fresno County. In 
addition to food and fiber, Westlands farmers 
produce jobs, taxes, and strong economic 
core for the regional economy. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to congratu-
late the Westlands Water District of Central 
California on the occasion of their 50th year 
anniversary. I urge my colleagues to join me 
in wishing the Westlands Water District many 
years of continued success.
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OF MARYLAND 
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Friday, November 22, 2002

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, Dr. Martin 
Eichelberger is a Professor of Surgery and of 
Pediatrics at George Washington University 
and Director of Emergency Trauma and Burn 
Service at the Children’s National Medical 
Center, in Washington, DC. He is also presi-
dent and cofounder of the National SAFE 
KIDS Campaign, and a nationally recognized 
pediatric trauma surgeon. 

The reason Dr. Eichelberger is so highly re-
garded became evident on Monday, October 
7, when he was called out of a skin graft sur-
gery to begin preparing for a 13-year-old 
shooting victim who was on his way to Chil-
dren’s Hospital from the Bowie Health Center. 
The boy had been shot by the Washington-
area snipers in front of Benjamin Tasker Mid-
dle School, and the dozens of fragments from 
the sniper’s bullet had done extensive and life-
threatening damage to a number of the boy’s 
vital organs. 

Dr. Eichelberger and his team immediately 
began to make critical decisions about which 
organs could be saved, and which ones were 
beyond repair and needed to be removed. The 
right decisions were made, and the two and a 
half hour operation saved the boy’s life. Al-
though this brave young man faces a long and 
challenging road to recovery, I am pleased to 
report that he has been released from the 
hospital, and I am hopeful that he will in fact 
make a full recovery from his injuries. 

Mr. Speaker, this 13-year-old young man is 
one of the countless youngsters who have 
been touched by the gifts of Mr. Eichelberger 
and whose lives have been saved or made 
better by his compassionate dedication to pub-
lic service. The 1989 United Nations Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child states that 
‘‘Mankind owes to the child the best it has to 
give.’’ I am proud to say that in Dr. 
Eichelberger, we have given Washington area 
youngsters the best we have.
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DUNCAN A. HOLADAY

HON. TOM DAVIS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 22, 2002

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize and honor Mr. Duncan 
Holaday upon his retirement after 35 years of 
devoted service in support of our great Nation. 
His last position was with the Department of 
the Navy, where he served as the Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of the Navy for Installations 
and Facilities. 

Mr. Holaday was born on February 15, 1943 
in Berkeley, CA. He graduated from Beloit 
College in 1965 with a bachelor of arts degree 
in philosophy. In 1976, he received a master 
of business administration degree from Syra-
cuse University. 

Mr. Holaday began his Government service 
with the U.S. Army in 1967 as a management 
intern. Following completion of his training, he 

spent the next 15 years as an operations re-
search analyst with the Army, serving both in 
the Pentagon and in Europe as well as with 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Program Analysis and Evaluation. 
While in this position at OSD, Mr. Holaday 
was responsible for analyzing Army and Ma-
rine Corps force structure, force basing, mili-
tary construction, and manpower require-
ments. 

From 1982 to 1987, Mr. Holaday served as 
a director in the office of the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Installations. It was 
there that he implemented the Model Installa-
tion Program, which was a highly successful 
test of the proposition that base commanders 
could do a better job of running their bases 
when freed of restraints imposed by head-
quarters. While at OSD, he also developed 
and implemented DOD-wide real property and 
base utilization policies. 

He later served as the Director of the De-
fense Acquisition Regulatory System under 
the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition 
between 1987 and 1990. From 1990 to early 
1993, he was the Executive Director of the 
Defense Ethics Council. 

After leaving the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense in April 1993 and before joining the 
Department of the Navy in 1994, Mr. Holaday 
worked with then Vice President Al Gore on 
the National Performance Review, NPR. 
There, he was responsible for improving real 
property acquisition and management within 
the Federal Government and oversaw govern-
ment-wide implementation of NPR rec-
ommendations for downsizing and stream-
lining the Federal workforce. 

In October, 1994, he was appointed Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Installations 
and Facilities. As the Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary, he was responsible for establishing pol-
icy and improving oversight on the Department 
of the Navy’s acquisition, construction, use, 
management, operation, and disposal of real 
estate, facilities, and housing at Navy and Ma-
rine Corps bases worldwide. 

During the transition in administrations, be-
tween January and August, 2001, he served 
as the Senior Civilian Official in the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Instal-
lations and Environment. As Senior Civilian 
Official, he was directly responsible to the 
Secretary of the Navy for the formulation of 
Department-wide policies and procedures, and 
for overseeing all Department of the Navy 
functions and programs relating to environ-
mental protection; Navy and Marine Corps fa-
cilities and installations; housing; long-range 
basing and infrastructure requirements; and 
safety and occupational health for military and 
civilian personnel. In this role, he provided sta-
bility and continuity during the absence of 
three presidentially-appointed political ap-
pointees. 

His accomplishments throughout his career, 
and especially while serving in the Department 
of the Navy, are extraordinary. He has worked 
tirelessly to promote investment in the facilities 
where sailors and marines live, work, and 
train. He was at the forefront of the Depart-
ment’s efforts to improve military family hous-
ing through the innovative use of privatization 
authorities allowing partnership with the pri-
vate sector. During his stewardship, the De-
partment of the Navy was able to realize over 
$600 million in investment in Navy and Marine 
Corps family housing, using only slightly over 
$100 million of its own resources.
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